
“The Advantage of Disadvantage” – A study about lived experiences of 
disabled teachers. 
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Background of 
my Research



Diversity in work- force in schools 
is being promoted globally, 
however; this rarely includes 
disabled teachers, Inclusive 
policies do not filter down to 
teachers

Disabled teachers are invisible in 
academia; data from the 2016 
census suggests that only 0.5% 
of the teaching workforce report 
having disabilities (DfE 2017). 



What does literature 
say about this topic



•

•

•

•

•



What is my study 
attempting to do?



I am interested in exploring the individual experiences 
of disabled teachers, their life journey, their 
interactions with people around them, their 
participation in social activities, their own struggle with 
their impairments, the social barriers they encounter

I want to explore the ‘lived aspect’ of my participants 
complex life journeys, their personal experience of 
living with an impairment and functioning as disabled 
teachers 



Two 
Frameworks I 
am building my 
study on 

WHO’s International 
Classification of 
Functioning, Disability 
and Health (ICF)

Urie Bronfenbrenner’s 
Human ecosystem 
theory 



My study at a 
glance

Multiple case study Six to eight 
participants

Convenience/ 
Opportunity 

sampling

Informed consent Data confidential 
and anonymous

Questionnaire
Interviews

Critical incident 
report

Pilot study
Data Analysis using 
NVIVO and themed 

mapping

Data stored as per 
GDPR and University 

guideline



Pilot Study



The objectives 
of conducting 
the pilot

To test the topics included in the interview schedule 
to establish whether questions needed rephrasing 
or whether more prompts were needed. 

To identify any procedural issues with the 
technology being used in this case Zoom for 
interviewing, recording as well as transcripts. 

To practice interview technique 

To obtain feedback from the pilot participants 

To introspect the researcher’s role in conducting 
phenomenological inquiry 



Pilot study 
Findings







-Ware, Singhal & Groce, 2021



I am currently recruiting participants if you or anyone you 
know would be interested

or

you would like to know more about my study

please email me at npj720@student.bham.ac.uk
or 

follow me on twitter @neetha_ joy

Thank You

mailto:npj720@student.bham.ac.uk
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